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The Center for Human Rights Defenders and Justice (CDJ) documented 134 attacks and
security incidents during August 2024 in Venezuela.

In the post-electoral context, the risks have increased for those on the front line of responding to
the social, political and human rights crisis in the country.

The deepening of the Policy of Criminalization, Repression and Social Control affects the actions
of promotion, defense and demand of human rights, growing the aggression and intimidation
against those who carry them out.

Legal measures and actions by state entities continue to be implemented to close down the

civic and democratic space in the country, rising the obstacles to the exercise of the rights to
association, expression, assembly and defense of rights.

ATTACKS AUGUST 2024

2% 134 ATTACKS

134 attacks and security incidents documented during the period show an increase in attacks
against people and organizations defending human rights compared to previous months, with
August being the second month with the highest number of attacks so far this year.

There is concern about the increase in acts of intimidation, harassment, threats and arbitrary
detentions against human rights defenders.

These events are also accompanied by systematic stigmatization campaigns, where people and
organizations are disqualified and labeled as enemies, terrorists, destabilizing, among others.

In addition, legal instruments that are contrary to human rights standards and that aim to
intimidate and neutralize civil society and restrict civic and democratic space continue to be
approved.

The 134 incidents recorded during the month of August were characterized by:

ATTACK CHARACTERIZATION:

HARASSMENT AND STIGMATIZATION
INTIMIDATION @ .

56 47
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THREATS / JUDICIALIZATION
19 7 4

ARBITRARY OTHERS

DETENTION OTHERS
5 3

These facts show that the State's repressive and control measures continue to seriously
affect the right to defend, promote and demand rights, affecting the operation and security of
individuals and human rights organizations, who cannot carry out their work without fear of
being subject to reprisals.

It is essential to move forward in the implementation of effective mechanisms for the full and
free exercise of fundamental freedoms and to guarantee a favorable and safe environment for
this, as well as the protection of those who work for the protection of human rights.

VICTIMS OF THE ATTACKS

Of the total attacks documented during the month of July 2024, 45 were directed against human
rights organizations, equivalent to 80% of the total. While 11 were identified against human
rights defenders, representing the remaining 20%.

Huma Rights
Organizations

Human Rights
Defenders

Some of the cases include the systematic stigmatization campaigns and threats against the
organizations Venezuelan Programa Venezolano de Educacion-Accion en Derechos Humanos
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— PROVEA; new accusations, threats and intimidation against the Observatorio Venezolano de
Conflictividad Social (OVCS), Amnistia Internacional, Amnesty International and Control Ciudadano.

There is also concern about the widespread disqualification, threats and intimidation against
the work of human rights organizations in the country, within the framework of the approval
of the Law on Supervision, Reqularization, Action and Financing of Non-Governmental and Related
Organizations.

Five human rights defenders were arbitrarily detained, and at least four of them were subjected
to judicial proceedings in courts with special jurisdiction against terrorism.

Finally, we remind you that the trial of the defenders of the FundaRedes organization Javier
Tarazona, Rafael Tarazona and Omar de Dios Garcia must continue; the judicial harassment
against them must cease.

Human rights defenders who are deprived of their liberty must be released.

PERPETRATORS

The main perpetrators of the attacks and security incidents documented during the month of
August were distributed as follows:

A total of 48 attacks were perpetrated through traditional and digital media outlets and social
media accounts (36%); 40 attacks (30%) were carried out by public officials, who used their social
media profiles or statements in government media outlets to stigmatize and intimidate; 29 of
the attacks were the responsibility of public institutions (21%); another 9 of the violations (7%)
were committed by other actors related to the government or associated with the structures of
the Popular System of Protection for Peace (Sp3); and finally, 8 of the attacks were carried out
by state security agencies (6%).

Secutity

Agents
Others

Pro-Goverment
Public Media

Institutions
State
Officials
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CRIMINALIZATION OF THE DEFENCE,
DEMAND AND PROMOTION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS

Criminalization against people and organizations defending human rights is deepening. In
the post-electoral context, attacks against the defense, demand and promotion of rights have
increased. The use of the logic of the Internal Enemy continues to manifest itself through patterns
of attacks aimed at neutralizing, through fear, the work of those who protect rights in the country.

Attacks against physical and moral integrity increased, with intimidation and harassment being
the main pattern of attack recorded during the period. These attacks are accompanied by
stigmatization, based on questions and accusations about the independence and veracity of
the work of human rights organizations, as well as accusing them of being “fascist," “terrorist,’

‘destabilizing," among others'.

Intimidation and threats continue regarding the application of the Law on Supervision, Regulation,
Action and Financing of Non-Governmental and Related Organizations, seeking to link the work
of human rights organizations with alleged links and activities with destabilizing purposes
promoted by foreign governments. These attacks deepened after its approval in the second
discussion in the National Assembly on Thursday, August 157,

Furthermore, the CDJ is concerned about the increase in acts of intimidation and harassment in
the month of August. The State is using different measures to control, criminalize and neutralize
the defense of human rights in a climate of fear that tends to lead to organizations withdrawing
from their actions for fear of reprisals.

In addition, as part of the post-electoral repression, at least 15 human rights defenders had their
passports revoked, in some cases even affecting members of their immediate family.
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The forms of surveillance and monitoring by state and non-state actors of human rights
defenders and organizations are increasing, with the creation of the National Cybersecurity
Council“,onapermanent basis, as an advisory and consultation body dependent on the President
of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela on the prevention of criminal uses of information and
communication technologies™. This type of mechanism has a deterrent and inhibiting effect
on organizations and civil society, who, as they could be victims of surveillance, are afraid to
continue carrying out their activities.

Duringthemonthof August, thejudiciary carried outactionsthat further deepenthe criminalization
of the defense of human rights. Human rights defenders were arbitrarily detained, in four cases
they were subjected to criminal proceedings under the special jurisdiction against terrorism,
they remain deprived of their liberty and their right to due process has been violated.

The defense, demand and promotion of human rights continues to be under attack, thus hindering
the rights to association, assembly and defense in Venezuela. Criminalization, repression and
social control as a state policy, in a context of widespread impunity, demonstrate that the closure
of civic and democratic space in Venezuela hinders the actions of civil society, including the
human rights movement.

The State must take the necessary corrective measures to reverse this policy and its effects;
defending, demanding and promoting human rights is not a crime, it is a right and a legitimate
activity necessary for the reconstruction of a democratic society and the recovery of the rule of
law.

INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE TO THE
CRIMINALISATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
DEFENCE IN VENEZUELA

In the face of the advances of the Criminalization Policy against the defense and demand for
humanrightsin Venezuela, international organizations and international bodies for the protection
of human rights continue to speak out against the attacks committed and demand that the
State fulfill its duty to promote and protect the work of human rights defenders.

On August 12, the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Venezuela demanded ‘an
end to repression and full investigations following the presidential election.” The experts indicated
that “the Government of Venezuela must immediately stop the increasing repression that has been
shakmg the country since the presidential election on Ju.’y 28, and thoroughly investigate the avalanche
of serious human rights violations that are occurring”. The statement includes concerns about the
detention of human rights defenders in the context of post-electoral repression®.

On 13 August, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights spoke out against ‘continued
arbitrary arrests and disproportionate use of force fueling a climate of fear’, warning that it is
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particularly worrying that so many people are being arrested, charged or accused of inciting hatred
or under anti-terrorism legislation. The criminal law must never be used to unduly restrict the rights
to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly and association” and expressed concern over the
possible adoption of the Bill on the Supervision, Regularization, Action and Financing of Non-
Governmental and Related Organizations, as well as the Bill against Fascism, Neo-Fascism
and Similar Expressions, stating: ‘I urge the authorities not to adopt these or any other laws that
undermine civic and democratic space in the country — in the interest of social cohesion and the
future of the country” He also warned that ‘some people's passports have been cancelled, which
appears to be an act of retaliation for their legitimate work in the country *.

On August 13, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Special
Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression (RELE) urgently called on the National Assembly “to refrain
from approving the Law on Supervision, Regularization, Action and Financing of Non-Governmental
Organizations and Related Organizations”. They stated that “the discussion of this law is resuming
today in a context of increasing repression following the elections of July 28™.

On August 15, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Special
Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression (RELE) condemned the ‘practices of state terrorism in
Venezuela”. In a statement, they described human rights violations in the post-electoral context,
including attacks on human rights defenders, and referred to the case of defender Yendri
Velazquez. Among the calls made to the State, they requested: “ To cease the criminalization,
harassment, and persecution of human rights defenders; (..) To immediately cease repressive
actions directed against human rights defenders, dissidents, political opponents, electoral witnesses,
Journalists, and the media, (..) To suspend all strategies of digital persecution and those that use
technologies to intimidate or silence the population, in particular, human rights defenders, dissidents,
political opponents, electoral witnesses, journalists, and the media™.

On August 28, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) condemned the
arbitrary detention of 24-year-old Kennedy Tejeda, a member of the organization Foro Penal, “who
has been deprived of his liberty since August 2 in Montalban, Carabobo. Tejeda was detained and held
incommunicado at a military command of the Bolivarian National Guard while he was investigating
the whereabouts of people detained during post-election protests™.

On August 29, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) condemned the
persecution of human rights defenders in Venezuela in a press release. It stated that “since the
presidential election, human rights defenders have been victims of repressive patterns by the State.
This is done to obstruct the work of defense, which by exercising it generates immediate suspicion of
the regime and activates the repressive state machinery”. Among its concerns are the approval of
the Law on Supervision, Regularization, Action and Financing of Non-Governmental and Related
Organizations and other violations that occurred in the post-electoral context. Finally, the
Commission reiterated “the importance of the work of defending human rights for the consolidation
of democracies and the rule of law. For this reason, it calls for an end to acts of harassment and
detentions and to ensure that these people can carry out their defense activities, free from any type
of intimidation”.
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Regarding international organizations:

On August 3, Amnesty International spoke out against the arrest of human rights defender
Yendri Velazqguez and demanded his immediate and unconditional release'. The organization
also spoke out on the case of human rights defender Kennedy Tejeda, humanitarian worker Edni
Lépez, and human rights defender Edward Ocariz!'. The organization also issued a message
in response to ‘the alarming attacks aimed at suffocating civic space in Venezuela’, emphasizing
the Law on Oversight, Regularization, Action, and Financing of Non-Governmental and Related
Organizations and the Law against Fascism and how they instill terror and seek to silence'? On
August 15, after the law was approved, it denounced that “The anti-NGO law punishes organizations
that assist victims and defend human rights. It threatens freedom of association and participation,
putting the crucial work of civil society at risk"?.

August 15th Civil Rights Defenders expressed “deep concern about the approval of the law on the
supervision of NGOs and social organizations in the country. We send our condolences to those in civil
society who fight for democracy and freedom™™.

On August 16, Civicus denounced the approval of the Law on Supervision, Regulation, Action
and Financing of Non-Governmental and Related Organizations and the powers it grants to
affect organizations, at the same time calling on the international community to reject this law’®.

On August 17, the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL) expressed concern about the
repression in Venezuela and referred to the situation of human rights defenders, stating that ‘the
passports of human rights defenders, journalists, academics and other people perceived as political
opponents are being annulled in an arbitrary, selective and discretionary manner. This is a violation
of several internationally recognized fundamental rights (...) “These measures are accompanied by an
official discourse that criminalizes the defense of human rights and social protest, equating them with
crimes such as terrorism and criminal association” (..) ‘Also, on August 15, the National Assembly
approved a law that allows the government to restrict, control and eliminate NGO"'®.

Otherinternational organizations have expressed their solidarity with the human rights movement
in Venezuela following the approval of the Law on Supervision, Regulation, Action and Financing
of Non-Governmental and Related Organizations and have expressed their concern about the
impact it could have on freedom of association.
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Given the complexities surrounding the Venezuelan socio-political environment, we reiterate that the
work of defending, demanding and promoting human rights is essential for the protection of human
dignity and ensuring the existence of peace and the restoration of the rule of law.

Criminalization, persecution and the implementation of actions contrary to the civic and democratic
space must cease. Human rights defenders and organizations are essential actors in ensuring
respect for democratic values and fundamental freedoms, and their actions must therefore be
promoted and protected.

We call for efforts to build enabling and safe environments so that those who promote, demand and
defend rights can carry out their activities freely and without fear of reprisals. As long as the legal and
factual actions that reduce civic and democratic space do not cease, there will continue to be risks
for civil society in the country.

From the CDJ we urge the effective promotion, protection and respect, without any kind of retaliation,
of the actions of those who defend, demand and promote human rights in Venezuela.
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